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 Child-safety advocates are blasting Twitter and 
lining up to support a lawsuit that alleges the social 
network declined to remove videos depicting the sexual 
exploitation of minors despite pleas from a victim and his 
family. 

 “It’s child sexual abuse material. He was 13 years 
old and being extorted. What the hell is Twitter doing?” 
asked Hany Farid, a professor at the School of Information 
at UC Berkeley. 

 Farid, who has testified before Congress five times 
on issues of online safety and regulation, and others filed 
paperwork with a federal appellate court in San Francisco 
last week supporting the lawsuit. 

A respected nonprofit that works closely with the federal 
government to fight the sexual exploitation of children also 
supports the lawsuit because of Twitter’s alleged refusal to 
take down the videos despite the family’s pleas. 

 “The facts in this case are especially egregious 
because the electronic service provider was aware of 
the child victims’ graphic sexual images and refused to 
remove the videos from the platform,” the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, told The Examiner in 
an email. 

 NCMEC will receive nearly $37 million in taxpayer 
funding this fiscal year to, in part, “provide online 
users and electronic service providers a means to report 
internet-related child sexual exploitation,” according to 
the Department of Justice. 

 The lawsuit alleges that two users discovered that 
sexual abuse videos taken of them a few years earlier 
were circulating on Twitter. The plaintiffs, who were 
13 years old in the videos, say they were blackmailed 
into making the videos and that the posting of them 
led to bullying at school and extreme anxiety. 

 The lawsuit says the plaintiffs asked for the material 
to be removed, and at Twitter’s request proved the 
videos were of them and that they were underage 
when the videos were taken. One of the plaintiff’s 
mothers asked Twitter to remove the videos, as 
well. But Twitter’s safety team deemed the videos 
acceptable under their terms of service and declined 
to remove them, the lawsuit alleges. 

 “We’ve reviewed the content, and didn’t find a 
violation of our policies, so no action will be taken at this 

time,” Twitter told the plaintiff in 2020, the lawsuit alleges. 

 “What do you mean you don’t see a problem? We 
both are minors right now and were minors at the time 
these videos were taken. We both were 13 years of age. We 
were baited, harassed, and threatened to take these videos 
that are now being posted without our permission. We did 
not authorize these videos AT ALL and they need to be taken 
down,” the plaintiff argued, according to the lawsuit. 

 When an acquaintance of the family who worked for 
the Department of Homeland Security contacted Twitter, the 
company removed the videos, the lawsuit alleges. 

 “This case is particularly important,” NCMEC said, 
because courts will use it “to decide whether victims of 
sextortion — a crime where children are blackmailed for 
explicit images — can seek justice against online platforms 
that enable child sexual abuse material to be shared.” 

 It is highly unusual for the nonprofit to take such 
a strong stance regarding a company it must work closely 
with. But Farid and NCMEC are just two of several child-
safety organizations and experts that filed amicus briefs, 
legal paperwork supporting the lawsuit, last week with San 
Francisco’s U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Both 
sides are scheduled to file briefs in the case next month. 

 The Canadian Centre for Child Protection; the 
Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network; Child USA; and 
professor Brian Levine, director of the Cybersecurity 
Institute at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, are 
all voicing support for the lawsuit, John Doe #1 and John 
Doe #2 v. Twitter Inc. 

TWITTER DECLINED TO REMOVE SEX VIDEO EXPLOITING MINORS, 
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Twitter declined to remove sex video exploiting 
minors, according to lawsuit supported by 
powerful watchdog groups 
Child-safety advocates are blasting Twitter and lining up to support a lawsuit that 

alleges the social network declined to remove videos depicting the sexual exploitation 

of minors despite pleas from a victim and his family. 

“It’s child sexual abuse material. He was 13 years old and being extorted. What the hell 

is Twitter doing?” asked Hany Farid, a professor at the School of Information at UC 

Berkeley. 

Farid, who has testified before Congress five times on issues of online safety and 

regulation, and others filed paperwork with a federal appellate court in San Francisco 

last week supporting the lawsuit. 



Twitter declined to comment on the case. 

 According to transcripts, a lawyer for Twitter 
argued in trial court that the company’s moderators 
“move heaven and earth to try to get this kind of content 
off of it. What you can say here is, at best, someone may 
have made a human error, and it was up for nine days.” 

 During that time, the video of the minors was 
viewed 167,000 times, according to the National Center on 
Sexual Exploitation Law Center, which is representing the 
plaintiffs. 

 Twitter does not ban porn on its platform, 
unlike many social networks. The company has a “zero-
tolerance policy” for child sexual exploitation content 
and has invested in technology and tools to enforce the 
policy. Twitter also bans explicit images or videos that 
were shared without the consent of the people involved. 

 The company works with NCMEC and the 
International Association of Internet Hotlines (INHOPE) to 
stop child sexual abuse material on its platform. 

 As part of the case, Twitter entered an exhibit 
showing it banned accounts involved in the posting of 
the videos of the plaintiffs. But The Examiner found the 
banned accounts are still mentioned in dozens of tweets 
referencing sex and boys, some with obscene photos. 
Twitter did not immediately respond to a question about 
the tweets mentioning a key figure in the lawsuit. 

 The experts say it was the company declining to 
remove the materials that sets this case apart. 

 “How bad does it have to get?” asks Farid, the 
Berkeley professor. “There have been many cases like 
this where there’s been clear failures, but this one seems 
particularly clear cut, and the harm seems particularly 
clear cut.” 

 With Twitter reeling from the whistleblower Peiter 
“Mudge” Zatko‘s allegations of “egregious deficiencies, 
negligence, willful ignorance” at Twitter, the lawsuit 
may represent another significant blow to the company’s 
already damaged reputation for security.  

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 

 It’s good for children to be connected with one 
another, but connection to the digital world may come 
with risks, including cyberbullying, sexting/sextortion, 
sexual exploitation, and others -- all which can lead to 
depression, anxiety, and other health concerns. In fact, 
research has shown that social media can be one of the 
main factors affecting children’s mental health! 

Here are just a few statistics: 

•  Teens who spend more than three hours a day on social 
media are more likely to develop mental health problems 
including depression, anxiety, aggression, and antisocial 
behavior. (JAMA Psychiatry, September 11, 2019) 

• Young people (10-16 years) who accessed or shared 
sexual content or images of cyberbullying or violence had 
up to a 50% higher risk for thoughts of suicide. (JAMA 
Network Open, September 20, 2021)   

• Children and young people under 25 who are victims of 
cyberbullying are more than twice as likely to self-harm 
and enact suicidal behavior. Perpetrators themselves are 
also at higher risk of experiencing suicidal thoughts and 
behaviors. (Swansea University, Wales, UK 2018) 

•  Teens (ages 13-17) struggle with some social-emotional 
experiences when using social media (and even more 
so with young adults), from frustration and discomfort 
to jealousy, depression, or feeling isolated. (FOSI 2021 
Research Report) 

 Monitor your child’s screen time and online activities 
and know with whom your child is communicating!  Take 
special note of behavior changes as that can be a sign that 
your child is feeling isolated, depressed, or even threatened! 
Mood changes may also be a result of your child simply 
spending too much time online or playing online games! 

 Finally, remind your child that time spent outdoors 
and with friends can help boost their mental health! 
Encourage technology breaks and limit screen time to help 
minimize the pressure to always “feel connected.” 

To learn more about internet safety and get the knowledge 
and resources needed to protect your children and families 
online, please visit InternetSafety101.org 
The Team at Enough Is Enough 
Your Internet Safety Experts 

DIRTY DOZEN LIST 

 Each year, the National Center on Sexual Exploitation 
releases the Dirty Dozen List, an annual campaign that 
names twelve entities that have facilitated or profited from 
sexual exploitation – and each year, we see significant 
victories and progress that give us hope for a world truly free 
from these abuses. 

 You’ve probably heard of some of the companies 
that are on the list this year, and some may be new or even 
confusing to you. In 2022, we’ve gotten questions about Etsy 
in particular. 

 I love Etsy – most of the art in my own home comes 
from talented Etsy artists. So why is NCOSE calling them out 
on the Dirty Dozen List? 

 While Etsy supports thousands of creators making 
handmade and unique products, the company is also in the 
business of selling: 

• pornographic merchandise, 

• image-based sexual abuse, 

• misogynistic apparel, 

• sex dolls – including ones resembling children and young teens. 

It’s good for children to be connected with one another, but connection to the digital 
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PRAYER REQUESTS

 That’s why we are calling on Etsy to fulfill their 
obligation to stop profiting from and normalizing child sex 
abuse and exploitation, and to improve their moderation 
and filtering techniques. 

 We are now about halfway through 2022, and 
your voice and support are more important than ever! 

 Help us encourage Etsy to stop selling sexual 
exploitation by taking action and join the thousands of 
other concerned advocates.  

 The power of our collective voices cannot be 
understated. We need more to join us, and I know you are 
just as passionate about changing the world for the better 
as we are here at NCOSE. 

Thankful to fight for a better world with you, 

Dawn Hawkins 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

 Enough Is Enough (EIE) has exciting news about 
legislation for which we have been longtime advocates. On 
July 27th, the Senate Commerce Committee voted 
to advance the Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA) and 
the Children and Teens’ Online Privacy Protection 
Act (COPPA 2.0) to a full floor vote. If passed, these 
bipartisan bills will require online platforms to put 
children’s privacy and wellbeing first. 

 We are so grateful for all of the support from 
families and advocates that have brought Congress this 
close to enacting groundbreaking legislation. EIE has 
worked behind the scenes advocating for both of these 
bills, as they will help us further our mission to make the 
Internet safer for children and families. Now, we need 
your help to push this across the finish line in the 
Senate by telling your Senators to vote YES during 
the floor vote.  

 These bipartisan bills would require online 
platforms to prioritize the wellbeing and best interests 
of children when designing products and would expand 
privacy protections to children over 13 for the first time 
since COPPA was passed in 1998. 

1. Praise and thankfulness for answered prayer, that progress is being made regarding business to create safety   
 measures for keeping children from accessing porn sites. 
2. Pray for parents to be very alert to any porn their children will have access to. 
3. Pray for successful prosecution of any sites that promotes porn especially to children.

Highlights of the bills include:  

• Requiring platforms to have the strongest,         
most protective settings on by default for minors; 

• Giving parents more tools to protect their children’s 
privacy, restrict purchases, and track their time on a 
platform, and restrict purchases; 

• Expanding protections for children under 13, 
including banning surveillance advertising and placing 
a greater responsibility on companies to get parental 
consent before collecting any data from a child;  

Of note: Currently the only law protecting kids’ online 
privacy -- the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act 
(COPPA) -- is over two decades old and applies only to 
children under the age of 13. This leaves a whole group 
of older teens vulnerable to third-party trackers and apps 
that have been known to seek more data, especially 
from teens. The Children and Teens’ Online Privacy 
Protection Act (COPPA 2.0) amends this law to expand 
privacy protections to teens for the first time, establishing 
a “Digital Marketing Bill of Rights for Teens” that limits 
the collection of personal information. 

• Creating an “eraser button” to make it easier for 
parents and teens to delete a minor’s information from 
a website or app;  

• Giving regulators new tools to hold social media 
companies accountable for failing to keep young children 
off their platforms 

 While we encouraged the Senate to extend privacy 
protections to all minor children 17 years old and under 
in the Children and Teens’ Online Privacy Protection 
Act, we believe this legislation is a great step forward in 
protecting the privacy and safety of children and teens on 
the internet.  

 Thank you in advance for your friendship and 
support of our efforts as we continue to call on Congress 
to “Rein in Big Tech, For the Sake of the Children!” 
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HEALING HEART MINISTRY 
a non-profit organization 

Reaching the broken in heart and spirit, restoring 
hope by revealing and breaking 

Unhealthy life cycles 
For further information contact us at 402-504-0441 

For speaking engagements contact 
Deejohnston1@live.com 

          www.Reachingthebroken.org 
 

VirtuousMen 
A Cadre of Holy Warriors 

The emancipation of every man still obsessed with obscene 
To win real sexual freedom 

Join us Mondays 7pm at Covenant Presbyterian Church 
15002 Blondo Street – Omaha, NE (402)-913-6534             

www.virtuousmen.org 
             Realizing virtuous lives through renewed minds 

Omaha for Decency  
P.O. Box 45144 

Omaha, NE 68145 
http://www.Omahafordecency.org 

 
A non-profit organization 

All Donations are Tax Deductible 
 

 
Beneficial Behavioral Health Services, Inc. 

*Adult survivors of sexual incest/sexual abuse… 
Steve E. Taylor L.M.H.P., C.R.C. 

13435 A Street  
Omaha, NE  68144 

402-697-3923 
Fax 402-697-3924 

FRESHSTART 
 

Forgiven, forgiving and free 
 

 A locally based ministry reaching the corners of the 
earth Teaching how to “process the issues of your 
heart” Issues like the inward pains of rejection, loss 
and betrayal. Learn how to forgive and cancel the 
debt of those who have injured you. 

Fresh Start for All Nations 
provide several meetings each week in the greater 

Omaha area. 855-968-4448 
www.freshstartforallnations.org 

 
IIT’S NEVER TOO LATE FOR A FRESH STHART 

 
rW Rejuvenating Women  

 TOGETHER FREEDOM  
 

COMITTED TO PROVIDING HOPE AND 
RESTORATION TO WOMEN SURVIVORS OF 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 This ministry provides a rent-free, long-term 

residential program. 
 This brings trauma, and substance abuse recovery 
counseling, along with mentoring, free legal services 

and holistic health care. 
 Plus an in-depth life skills development plan. 

 Call 1-800-402-0601 www.rejuvenatingwomen.com 

 


